
KEYNOTE - From Genetics to Treatment

Understanding autism science has never been 
more important. 
Gain an overview of current evidence and  
emerging directions in autism research and 
treatment, presented by the UCLA Center for
Autism Research and Treatment researchers and
clinicians – leaders shaping the field from cells to
service.

CCPD@mednet.ucla.edu

310-794-2620

https://ucla.cloud-cme.com/Autism26

CART
CENTER FOR AUTISM 
RESEARCH AND TREATMENT 

9:00 AM - 4:20 PM PT

LIVE HYBRID EVENT 

GENETICS - Mapping Autism Genetics and Links to Early Brain Development
BIOMARKERS IN AUTISM - Objective Phenotyping to Improve Our Understanding of Autism

TOPICS AND PRESENTATIONS

DIAGNOSIS - A Look Forward About Autism Evaluations Across the Lifespan
EARLY INTERVENTION  - The Evolution of JASPER: From Origins to Impact
EMPLOYMENT  - Creating Meaningful and Sustainable Employment for Autistic Adults: The UCLA PEERS for
Careers Program

THE CURRENT STATE
OF AUTISM SCIENCE 

ADVANCES IN AUTISM 2026

MAY 8, 2026 
REGISTER  IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL 

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM 
UCLA CENTER FOR AUTISM RESEARCH AND TREATMENT 

Fees
$225 Physicians and Doctoral Level Professionals
$205 Nurses and Allied Health Professionals
$125 Non-Healthcare

TAMKIN AUDITORIUM (B-LEVEL)
757 WESTWOOD PLAZA, LOS ANGELES, CA 90095

RONALD REAGAN UCLA MEDICAL CENTER

Accreditation
The David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
The David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA designates this live activity for a maximum of 4.50 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
The California State Board of Registered Nursing accepts courses approved for the AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™ as meeting the continuing education requirements for
license renewal. Nurses from states other than California should inquire with their local State Board for specific continuing education policies.
Disclosure
The Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), Standards for Integrity and Independence mandates that the accreditation manages all identified relevant
financial relationship(s) before the program and adequately discloses relationships to learners. The David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA adheres to the ACCME Standards for
Integrity and Independence in accredited continuing education.
The individuals below have been identified as having a position to influence the content of this educational activity. As such, they have disclosed the absence or presence of a
relevant financial relationship(s) with ineligible companies whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on
patients.
All of the relevant financial relationships for these individuals have been mitigated. Please follow the link to see the list of individuals: https://tinyurl.com/5c3rxrhj

https://ucla.cloud-cme.com/Autism26
mailto:CCPD@mednet.ucla.edu
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ADVANCES IN AUTISM 2026: THE CURRENT STATE OF AUTISM SCIENCE
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2026 - PROGRAM

9:00 am REGISTRATION 

KEYNOTE

From Genetics to Treatment
Daniel H. Geschwind, MD, PhD

10:00

10:45 GENETICS

Mapping Autism Genetics and Links to Early Brain Development
Speaker: Leanna Hernandez, MD, PhD 
---
Session moderator: Daniel H. Geschwind, MD, PhD 

11:35 LUNCH

In-person attendees: Provided lunch and poster display session

12:45 pm BIOMARKERS IN AUTISM 

Objective Phenotyping to Improve Our Understanding of Autism
Speaker: Rujuta Wilson, MD, MS
---
Session moderator: Lucina Q. Uddin, PhD 

1:40 DIAGNOSIS

A Look Forward About Autism Evaluations Across the Lifespan
Speaker: Catherine Lord, PhD
---
Session moderator: Nicole McDonald, PhD 

10:00

Daniel H. Geschwind, MD, PhD 

WELCOME9:45

10:35 BREAK

1:35 SESSION TRANSITION

1:40 EARLY INTERVENTION

The Evolution of JASPER: From Origins to Impact
Speaker: Amanda Gulsrud, PhD
---
Session moderator: Connie Kasari, PhD

3:25 EMPLOYMENT

Creating Meaningful and Sustainable Employment of Austic Adults: The
UCLA PEERS for Careers Program
Speaker: Elizabeth Laugeson, PsyD
---
Session moderator: Sara McCracken, PsyD, BCBA

3:20 SESSION TRANSITION

CART
CENTER FOR AUTISM 
RESEARCH AND TREATMENT 

Daniel H. Geschwind, MD, PhD 

10:00 ADJOURN4:15


